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Dave Spillard 
Plastering Contractor 

All types of plastering, screeding 
and outside finishes undertaken 
Greenfields, Five Ash Down, 

Nr Uckfield TN22 3AH 
Tel: 01825 733335 
Mob: 07751404931 

www.davespillard.com 

M S WILES & SON 
Building Contractors, Carpentry and Joinery 

Established 30 Years 
Domestic and Commercial 

Most aspects of building work undertaken 
Telephone: 01892 770554  Larksfield, Balls Green, 
Mobile: 07818434506     Withyham,  

East Sussex TN7 4BX 

 

CHAIR CANING, RUSHING, 
SEAGRASS WORK 

#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE PARCELL 
1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, 

Hartfield, TN7 4EX 
Tel: 01892 770764 

Frank A Rhodes 
BUILDERS 

HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full Service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892 655238 
Mobile 07811 588291

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 

A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, serving  
Buckhurst Estate and local seasonal produce.  
01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk 



BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Member of the National Federation of Builders 

Listed Buildings, Conversions, 
Extensions, Maintenance & Repairs,  

Plumbing & Heating 
W SMITHERS & SONS LTD            Telephone Office: 01342 850559 
Old Mill Yard                                        Fax: 01342 850981 
Cowden, Kent TN8 7JJ                               Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Independent Estate Agents and 

Chartered Surveyors. 

High quality marketing from your local 
Agents with a wide coverage of Sussex, 

Kent and Surrey and London 
representation. 

Sales & Lettings 

10 Offices plus London 

Please contact our FOREST ROW office 

to arrange a market appraisal 

01342 824824 

www.howardcundey.com
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1. 

St Michael & All Angels Withyham with All Saints Blackham 

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2014 & JANUARY 2015 
ANYONE FOR A MIDWEEK SERVICE?    The Daily Telegraph on the 25th of 
November reported that Sunday mornings are no longer considered convenient 
for churchgoers!  The article goes on to say that attendance at a short midweek 

service seems to be growing in popularity.  Sometimes such a service is 
attended by mothers with young children, e.g. on the way to shopping.  We 

would like to remind readers that we do hold a midweek service on Thursdays 
at 10 a.m. and all are welcome.  It will be easy to adapt these for a younger 
age-group.  A class from St Michael’s School attended the Thursday service 

back in the summer.  

Sunday in month    ST MICHAEL WITHYHAM ALL SAINTS BLACKHAM 

Sun 30 Nov 
ADVENT 1 

5 11 am 

6.30 

ALL AGE EUCHARIST OF ADVENT SUNDAY 

Evensong 

Thu 4 Dec  10 am Holy Communion with Advent Meditation 

Sun 7 Dec   
ADVENT 2 

1 11 am 
6.30 pm 

Sung Eucharist                               No service at Blackham 
Evensong 

Thu 11 Dec  10 am Holy Communion with Advent Meditation 

Sun 14 Dec 
ADVENT 3 

2 9.30 am  Holy Communion 

11 am 
6.30 pm 

Christingle Service & Nativity Play 
Evensong 

Mon 15 Dec  6.30 pm St Michael’s School Carol Service 

Thu 18 Dec  10 am Holy Communion with Advent Meditation 

Sun 21 Dec 
ADVENT 4 

3 9.30 am Holy Communion 

11 am 

6.30 pm 

Matins 

SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS 

Wed 24 Dec 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
11.00 pm MID N I G H T  MA S S  WI T H  CA R O L S 

Thu 25 Dec 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
11 am 

 

ALL  AGE  CH R I S T M A S  SE R V I C E   
W I T H  CA R O L S  & CH R I ST M A S  EU C HA R I S T  

  



2. 
Sun 28 Dec 
CHRISTMAS  1  

4 9.30 am Family Eucharist 

11 am 
6.30 

Matins 
Evensong 

 

Thu 1 Jan 2015 
THE MOST HOLY 

NAME OF JESUS 
10 am Holy Communion with Meditation 

Sun 4 Jan 
EPIPHANY* 
The Wise Men are 
led by a Star to 
Bethlehem. 

1 

11 am 

 

6.30 pm 

No service at Blackham 

ALL AGE EPIPHANY SERVICE  
WITH EPIPHANY HYMNS & SHORT EUCHARIST 

Evensong  

Thu 8 Jan  10 am Holy Communion with Epiphany Meditation 

Sun 11 Jan 
PLOUGH SUNDAY 

2 9.30 am Holy Communion  

11 am 
6.30 

All-Age Service for Plough Sunday 
Evensong  

Thu 15 Jan 
BAPTISM OF CHRIST * 

10 am Morning Prayer  

Sun 18 Jan 

EPIPHANY 2 

3 11 am 
6.30 pm 

Matins                No service at Blackham 
Evensong 

Thu 22 Jan  10 am Morning Prayer  

Sun 25 Jan 

EPIPHANY 3 

4 9.30 am 
11 am 

6.30 

Family Eucharist  
Matins 
Evensong 

Thu 29 Jan 
ST THOMAS AQUINAS* 

10 am Morning Prayer  

Sun 1 Feb 

CANDLEMAS 

1 11 am 
 

6.30 pm 

ALL AGE CANDLEMAS SERVICE    

WITH SHORT EUCHARIST  
Evensong 

No service  
at Blackham 
 

Thu 5 Feb  10 am Holy Communion 

Sun 8 Feb 

SEXAGESIMA 

2 9.30 am 
11 am 

6.30 

Family Eucharist 
Matins 
Evensong 

FR O M  T H E  PA R I S H  RE G I S T E R S 

Confirmations: On 16 November, Thomas Bygrave, Elena Watson, Pandora Wilson, Tilly Wilson.   

Funerals: On 7 November, Donald Lowe, died 11 October; on 18 November, Grace Evelyn Jenner, 
died 30 October; on 19 November, Frank William Kemp, died 2 November. May they rest in peace. 

  



3. 

T H E  C H R I S T M A S  S T O R I E S  
Dear Everyone, 

For some time the secular world has seemed to want the word Christmas airbrushed 
out.  As is usual nowadays, a Local Authority freebee had no mention of Christmas in its 
real meaning, though it did advise on ‘how to make the most of your Christmas, from 
recipes to recycling, and consumer advice to country walks.’ 

Others say Christmas is a just a legend for children.  They like to hear them sing 
‘Away in a manger’ but are unsure whether to join in themselves.    

The Christmas stories, though, like all good stories, are multi-layered.  Consider each 
of the characters. 

The Archangel Gabriel brings good tidings.  Mary receives them, though with 
considerable difficulty at first.  Joseph accepts what has happened, and supports her.  
The Angels sing ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards 
men.’   

The Shepherds hear the message, see the vision in the sky, and rush eagerly to the 
Manger.  The Wise Men, take much longer.  After careful measurements in the heavens, 
they will travel a long distance, ‘from the East’ – more than a country walk! – bringing their 
‘sacred gifts of mystic meaning, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  Evelyn Waugh thought 
the Wise Men, making their slow journey, might represent those of us who have a long and 
tedious journey to make to the truth.  

What of the Child himself?  We must recognise that his birth is seen in superhuman 
and cosmic terms:  

Hark, hark! The wise eternal Word 
Like a weak infant cries; 

In form of servant is the Lord, 
And God in cradle lies. 

This wonder struck the world amazed, 
It shook the starry frame; 

Squadrons of spirits stood and gazed, 
Then down in troops they came. 

Two further characters have to be mentioned: the Innkeeper, who shakes his head; 
and King Herod who is not at all pleased to hear of another king who will be his rival.  
We might try identifying with each of the characters in turn . . .  

The carol quoted above ends:  

Join then, all hearts that are not stone, 
And all our voices prove, 

To celebrate this Holy One, 
The God of peace and love. 

With Advent and Christmas blessings – and also for the New Year. 
Alastair Ferguson 

  



4. 
A FESTIVE OCCASION 

Sunday 16 November was a proud day for St Michaels and in particular for ten 
members of its congregation aged from sixteen down to eight.  Each of them was either 
confirmed or admitted to Holy Communion, by the Bishop of Chichester. 

They were initiated on this day into the very centre of that brave 2000-year-old 
‘resistance movement’ we call the Christian Church.  Its agenda is precisely the 
celebration of Christ’s victory of good over evil, and the sharing in the holy gifts.  It was 
a lovely service.  An outsider, after looking at the photos, used the word ‘magic’ – as if, 
so to speak, some ‘brightness’ had descended. 

For all this, the choir and congregation of around 80 joined in a service whose texts 
were based on the current 9.30 Family Eucharist, plus the diocesan template for 
Confirmation. (Both of these, of course, are not ‘made up’, but steeped in the Church’s 
Tradition.) 

Wine and some very tasty food (organised by Anne Barker – thank you, Anne, and all 
those who cooked and brought wine!) made for a jolly party afterwards. 

For the candidates, preparation for this day had included being nurtured within the 
Family Service for a number of years, a hands-on apprenticeship in serving at the Altar 
and other tasks needed for running a service (giving out books, chiming the bells, taking 
the collection) , and a final crash course based on a newly-compiled Withyham 
Confirmation Booklet. 

I pray that the life of the Church here in Withyham, or wherever they each go next, 
will prove to be a blessing to them for the whole of their lives. I think that they, in turn, 
will have the imagination and energy to influence creatively any church situation in 
which they find themselves!  Alastair Ferguson 

Churchwardens Notes – December 2014/January 2015 
Fortunately the weather was kind to us on 15th November when it was planned to 

have the annual clear up of the churchyard.  Just prior to that date the hedge at the top of 
the churchyard had been cut and one of the yew trees trimmed so there was much bonfire 
activity.  We are very grateful to all those who participated including the ladies who 
provided refreshment at lunchtime.  The churchyard looks much tidier as a result. 

The restoration work on the Lychgate at Blackham was completed in time for a 
short service of rededication on Remembrance Sunday.  The service was very well 
attended including one parishioner who participated on horseback.  Particular thanks to 
Sheila Wellstead who has been the driving force behind the restoration and the 
arrangements for 9th November. 

Finally it was a great pleasure to welcome the Bishop of Chichester to 
St Michael and All Angels for the Service of Confirmation on 16th November. 

Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland 



5. 

YOUNG CHURCH 



6. 

The Editor wishes you a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, my best wishes for an 
environmentally conscious, socially responsible, low-stress, non-addictive, gender-
neutral celebration of the winter solstice holiday (or summer solstice in the southern 
hemisphere) practices within the most enjoyable traditions of the religious persuasion 
of your choice, or secular practices of your choice, with respect for the 
religious/secular persuasions and/or traditions of others, or their choice not to practise 
religious or secular traditions at all . . .  

. . .and a fiscally successful, personally fulfilling and medically uncomplicated 
recognition of the generally accepted calendar year 2015, but not without due respect 
for the calendars of choice of other cultures whose contributions to society have 
helped make Great Britain great (not to imply that Great Britain is necessarily greater 
than any other country), and without regard to the race, colour, age, physical ability, 
religious faith, choice of computer platform, educational attainment, union or non-
union affiliation, or sexual preference of the wishee. 
(By accepting this greeting, you are accepting these terms.  This greeting is subject to 
clarification or withdrawal.  It is freely transferable with no alteration to the original 

greeting.  It implies no promise by the wisher to actually implement any of the wishes 
for himself/herself or others, and is void where prohibited by law, and is revocable at 

the sole discretion of the wisher.  This wish is warranted to perform as expected within 
the usual application of good tidings for the period of one year, or until the issuance of 

a subsequent holiday greeting, whichever comes first, and warranty is limited to 
replacement of this wish or issuance of a new wish at the sole discretion of the 

wisher.) 
 

COURAGE 
“All our dreams can come true, 
if we have the courage to pursue them.”  Walt Disney 
“It is easy to be brave from a safe distance.”    Aesop 
“Courage is contagious.  When a brave man takes a stand,  
the spines of others are stiffened.”     Billy Graham 
“Courage is the power to let go of the familiar.”   Raymond Lindquist 
“Courage is fear holding on a minute longer.”    George S Patton 
“He that will not sail till all dangers are over  
must never put to sea.”     Thomas Fuller 
“Valour grows by daring; fear by holding back.”   Publius Syrus 
“Courage is being scared to death ….. and saddling up anyway.”  John Wayne 
“God grant me the courage not to give up what I think is right,  
even though I think it is hopeless.”     Chester W Nimitz 
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BLACKHAM SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
This years’ service, took place on a fine 

Sunday the 9th of November and included a 
rededication of the village lych-gate war 
memorial, first unveiled at the end of World 
War 1 and which had recently been restored.  
The work was funded from a WW 1 
Commemoration Grant made available by 
Withyham Parish Council. 

Usually attendance numbers are small 
but this year 50 people attended as well as one 
horse and rider!  The crowd, which closed the 
road, included relatives of three of the service 
men and war veterans.  Also members of the 
Farnes family related to the late Percy Farnes, 
one of the craftsmen (and last village 
wheelwright) involved with the building of 
original lych-gate.  The restoration work has 
been carried out by Matthew Goad, Grandson of 

Percy Farnes, and Paul Beavis.’ 
The service with the Royal British Legion Standard-bearer started in the 

Church and concluded with the Act of Remembrance at the lych-gate.  The service 
made reference to the original memorial’s unveiling ceremony on 31 July 1921.  
Following the service, refreshments and a village history exhibit were provided in 
Blackham village hall.  The exhibit included details of all 15 service men named on 
the lych-gate, researched by Richard Coomber and Frank Wiltshire, with contributions 
from relatives.  All of this information with pictures of the 2014 restoration and 
ceremony with an extensive collection of the village history are on the village’s 
website www.blackham-village.co.uk 

Sheila Wellstead 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL EVENTS. 
A full list of events, including concerts and exhibitions, is on the Church notice 

boards but your attention is drawn particularly to the following: 
CHRISTMAS FAIR at 10 a.m. on Friday, 5th December. 
CATHEDRAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH PARTY from 12.30pm on Thursday, 11th 
December. 
FRIENDS' FESTIVE LUNCH from 12.30pm on Friday, 9th January, 2015.  Cost 
£19.50 (to include drinks and coffee). 

Please contact me if you would like further information about any of these events. 
  Sheila Jones, Cathedral Link. 
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St Michael’s School Withyham 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Saturday 6th December 2014 2pm - 4pm 

Come and visit Santa in his Grotto 
Home-made cakes    pre-loved toys and books 
bottle tombola    craft zone     decorations  
secret-key raffle   mulled wine    mince pies  

  tea and coffee    raffle   
  pip pip hooray  stall    guide hair braiding 

 chocolate tombola   
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??? CHRISTMAS QUIZ ??? 
at the Kings' Hall, Withyham 

Friday 12th December at 8pm. 
Raffle   Still only £8   Cash Bar 
including a sumptuous 2-course supper with hot and cold choices. 

This is a Village Hall fund-raising event for. 
To book a table or individual place 

call Bryan on 01892 652515 or e-mail bryanwilliamsB@aol.com 
Please note: This evening usually sells out.  So if you book and can't 
come, please let us know.  Then we can find another booking from the 

waiting list. 
 

Kings’ Hall Withyham 

Cinderella 
 

 
 
 

A Panto for all Ages!  
Friday 9th and Saturday 10th January 

2015  at 7.30 pm 
Matinee 2.30 pm on Saturday 
Tickets from the Dorset Arms  



10. 

ADVERTISING IN THE PARISH MAGAZINE 
 Each year, eleven magazine editions are printed and distributed free of charge 
to almost all households in the parish.  Some eight to nine (out of 24) pages of the 
magazine are devoted to advertisements. 

During December the current advertisers will be asked whether they wish to 
renew, cancel or change their existing advertisements w.e.f. February 2015. 

The PCC has agreed that the charge for 2015 should be raised to £90 for a half 
page advertisement, £45 for a quarter page and £22.50 for an eighth page.  This, for 
eight pages would raise £1,440, contributing approximately 50% of the cost of 
printing the magazine.  The other 50% comes from donations by individuals to an 
appeal made in April of each year.  To date, we have succeeded in covering the cost of 
printing the magazine. 

New advertisers are encouraged to grasp this opportunity to leap onto the 
bandwagon by submitting their copy, preferably as attachments to emails in 
word.docx, adobe.pdf or jpg format and we will do our best to fit you in. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.   Ed 

WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
After our AGM on the 4th November, I can tell you that your committee stays 

virtually the same although we said a fond farewell to Mr Fred Stillwell.  After being 
involved with the Society since the 1960’s, he has served as a committee member and 
Show Secretary for many years and although he has left the committee he will of course 
still remain a member, we thank him for his abundant knowledge of all things 
horticultural, his commitment and tireless work and hope he will enjoy his retirement.  
We look forward to seeing him and Kath at our future shows and events.  We did not get 
any other nominations for the committee and although there are only eight of us at 
present we will try our very best, with your support of course, to give you a full and 
varied programme for 2015.  If anyone feels they can help out in any way during the year 
please have a word with one of the committee, as we would be grateful for any offers, 
and we do thank the people who do help us in setting up the shows and events.   

After our meeting we had a local Beekeeper Steve Bowler who gave a talk and 
presentation on the subject, which was very informative and entertaining he was kept 
very busy with lots of questions after his talk. 

 The last event for this year’s programme will be the visit to Rochester Christmas 
Market, we have had a good response for this and if all goes well will probably keep it in 
for next year.  

Helen and the committee would like to thank our members for their continued 
support during 2014 and hope they have all enjoyed our programme, we wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year.   

Val. Edwards (Secretary) 
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St. Michael’s Primary School 
The Christmas term is always exciting and busy and this year is no exception.  

We recently held our Open Day for prospective parents to come and visit the school.  It 
was lovely to see so many parents and their children.  If you are interested in your child 
joining St. Michael’s in September 2015 but were unable to make the Open Day, don’t 
worry, we are happy to make an appointment for you to come and see the school in 
action.  You still have until January to complete the admission form. 

The Parents Association are busy organising the Christmas Fair to be held at the 
school on Saturday 6th December, 2pm – 4pm.  Please do come along and support the 
school, there will be loads of fun activities and you may even catch sight of Father 
Christmas. 

Of course our children are also very busy.  Years 3 – 6 are hard at work 
rehearsing the annual drama production which this year is a musical version of Jack and 
the Beanstalk.  Performances will be on Tuesday 9 December at 2.00 and Thursday 11 
December at 6.30.  Do come along, the children would love you to see their show. 

Catherine O’Shea   Head Teacher 
 
You may be aware that all schools are required to have a Governing Body (the 

school’s accountable body).  It is responsible for the conduct of the school and for 
promoting high standards.  The Governing Body aims to ensure that children are 
attending a successful school, which provides them with a good education and supports 
their well-being.  It sets the strategic direction of the school, challenges and supports the 
school by monitoring, reviewing and evaluating and ensures accountability.   

It is a real privilege to be the Chair of such a friendly, caring school that always 
has the children at its heart.  The focus of all our staff and the Governing Body is on 
continuously creating an environment in which all our children can reach their full 
potential and grow to be rounded confident individuals.  To achieve this the Governing 
Body works alongside the staff and always invites suggestions and comments from all 
our stakeholders; children, parents and staff. 

The role of governor is voluntary, thus there are times when we are on the look-
out for new members to join our team.  You do not need to be an educationalist or a 
parent at the school.  In fact we always aim to have a variety of people and skills on our 
Governing Body, for example, building maintenance, finance, marketing, public 
relations, information technology and networking to name just a few.  If you feel that this 
may be a role you would like to know more about please contact me at governors@st-
michaels.e-sussex.sch.uk.  I will be happy to answer your questions so you can evaluate 
whether this is a way you would like to give time to your local community. 

Fiona Wiles  Chair of Governors 
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WITHYHAM ST MICHAEL’S BRIDGE LUNCH & AFTERNOON 
 THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the success of the Bridge Day in 
November. 
 We raised £1,533 for the church, and thanks go to Jill Pardey and her kitchen 
team for excellent catering, and to all those who supplied the raffle prizes and came to 
play Bridge on what was a very successful afternoon. 
  Judy Eliot 

WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL – (WPC) NOVEMBER 
A member of the public questioned how planning approval for 160 houses within the 
Ashdown Forest 7km zone had been achieved.  WDC explained that in the WDC Core 
Plan, the land had been designated as development land in order to fill WDC’s site 
allocation.  The WDC residents’ letter could have been clearer. 
ESCC &WDC:  ESCC agreed that merely sweeping, rather than clearing the verges 
before resurfacing Ironchurch Lane was unsatisfactory and would arrange for a site 
visit to be made.  WDC’s annual electric blanket testing had taken place and 37% 
failed: one caught fire during testing! 
POLICE and NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORTS: Following a street 
meeting in School Lane, St Johns a new Community Speed Watch group is to be set 
up with training to be carried out in the New Year, if anyone would like to join the 
group please contact PCSO Roberts.  
The police continue to monitor speeding and parking around the schools, to encourage 
parents to park safely and legally. 
WARD REPORTS: WPC thanks Royal Mires Garden Centre for allowing a parish 
noticeboard to be sited in their car park.  
An audit of grit bins has been carried out and will be considered at the next meeting. 
GATWICK AIR NOISE:  The first meeting of North Weald Councils against Air 
Noise has taken place and an inter-council group will put the views of North Weald 
Councils to ESCC and MPs. 
PARISH PLAN: Thank you to everyone who completed the parish plan survey.  
After analysis this will inform WPC’s next 5 year plan and budget setting. 
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 2015: Date for diaries: Saturday 18th April 10am at 
Groombridge Village Hall with speakers and local societies. 
FINANCE: Grants totalling £4,822 were agreed, to be paid in May 2015 depending 
on the required Precept being received.  There will be a further grants round in 
February for projects benefitting the parish – please see the WPC website for 
information about how to apply.  WPC hopes to become a CAB Skype location, 
depending on whether bandwidth at the parish office is sufficient. 
Please note that the Parish Office will be closed Tuesday 23rd December to Friday 

26th December inclusive. 
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Withyham Remembers World War 1 

As anyone who lives in Withyham knows, it is a talent-rich village.  It took literally 
four emails to Sue and Michael Stone, the Williams, Alexander Bishop and Nancy Thomas 
and we were up and running.  Sue and Michael arranged a musical programme featuring 
popular songs from 1914 to 1918 and got the church choir on board.  One chat with Bish and 
he was up for some solos.  Nancy busily recruited the children's choir.  Bryan and Sue 
Williams and Nick Lom set to creating the narrative.  The whirlwind that is Julie Ruse was 
recruited as hall designer and PR and Anne Barker narrated.  Two meetings and two 
rehearsals later you saw the results of all their endeavours on the evening of Saturday 
22nd November in the Kings’ Hall 

All this creative talent was supported by the fantastic catering team of Linda 
Charlton and Anne Radford, a huge casserole was donated by the Buckhurst Estate, a slick 
bar was run by Paul and Lycia Sellars and anything we had not thought of was left to Paul 
Radford and Rick Hunnam.  To everyone who contributed to the success of the 
commemoration evening I wish to extend a million thanks. 

At the end of the evening I overheard a member of the audience suggest that those 
whose lives we were remembering would have been heartened that our special Village, 
which had no doubt prompted and informed their service, remained so vibrant and also 
respectful of their sacrifice.  I hope that was the impression that all those present took away 
with them.  I also hope that we managed to send away a young generation who in 50 years’ 
time, when World War 1 is even more remote, will have memories of a night they spent 
during their childhood hearing the songs of that era. 

The primary purpose of the Commemoration was not to be a fundraiser, but due to 
the generosity of all of you over £1,000 was raised.  These funds will be divided equally 
between Help for Heroes and Médécins Sans Frontières. Jane Lom  
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Blackham Village Hall 
Christmas Market 

Saturday 6th December 10-12.30 
~ Reindeer Café, ~ Fair trade fancies ~ 

~ Sarita’s ‘made in Blackham’ Christmas pasties ~ 
~ Penny’s festive pantry preserves ~ 

~ Christmas cards and gifts ~ Fresh free range eggs ~ 
~ Little elves freshly baked bread ~ 

~ Fresh merry Perry Hill apple juice ~ 
~ Soothing Aloe Vera stall ~ 

~ And Santa’s traditional bumper Christmas raffle ~ 
Everyone Welcome! 

Blackham Village Hall market is the original local market in the area, 
known for its friendly atmosphere and genuine locally sourced fare. 

  



15. 

HARTFIELD VILLAGE FETE SOCIETY 
The AGM of the Society will be held at 7.30 p.m. in The Village Hall in Hartfield on 

Monday 15 December 2014, and will include an announcement of distribution of 
funds to local groups, societies etc.  All welcome.   

Pauline Burnett-Dick Secretary Hartfield Village Fete Society 01892 770088 
 

HARTFIELD & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER 2014-Christmas Table Centre making session with 

Sara Greenwood (Tutor at Plumpton College) in the Pavilion on the Croft from 7.30 to 
9.30 p.m. with refreshments.  Price-£10 members/£12.50 non-members to include all 
materials. .  BOOKING ESSENTIAL AS PLACES ARE LIMITED. 

The AGM of the Society will be held at 8.00 p.m. in the back bar of the Anchor 
in Hartfield on Monday 19th January 2015.  Major item for discussion will be the 
provision of Allotments within Hartfield-come along and have your say.   All 
welcome. Pauline Burnett-Dick  

Membership Secretary Tel: 01892 770088  www.hartfieldhortionline.co.uk 
 

Groombridge Horticultural Society 
The AGM will be held on 15th January at 7pm in the Groombridge Village 

Hall (Club Room).   All members and prospective members are welcome to come 
along. Subscriptions are now due for the 2015 year and can be paid on the night.  We 
welcome new members at any time and membership costs just £3 which is excellent 
value as it gives you free entry to all talks throughout the year, discounted trips and 
10% off purchases at Royal Mires Garden Centre.  We have even more events than 
usual planned for 2015 including four visiting speakers, two day trips, 3 shows and 2 
plant sales. 

Following the AGM we will have our first speaker of the year on the subject 
of “More Garden For Less Effort” by garden designer Alison Marsden at 8pm in 
the Groombridge Village Hall (New Hall) with tea, coffee and biscuits 
served.  Given our busier and busier lives this is sure to be of great interest! Free for 
members and £3 for non-members (which gives full membership benefits for the 2015 
year). 

Any questions to Gillian on 01892 864580 or gillian@rowans.clara.co.uk 
 

The Hartfield Singers Christmas Concert 
Join us and our Musical Director, Helen Walker, to celebrate a Medieval 

Christmas with food, drink and song on Saturday 6th December in Hartfield Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.  Tickets: £10 (to include buffet) are obtainable from Robert 
Jackson 01342 823081 or Hartfield Stores, High Street, Hartfield. 

For more details see our website (www.hartfieldsingers.co.uk). 
  



16. 
 

PARISH DIARY DECEMBER 2014 
Wednesday 3rd 7.30 p.m. The Railway Children 
To Saturday 6th  2.00 and 7.30 p.m. Groombridge Village Hall (see Magazine) 
Saturday 6th 10 – 12.30 Christmas Market 
  Blackham Village Hall (See Magazine) 
Saturday 6th 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. St Michael’s School Christmas Fair 
  St Michael’s School Hall (see Magazine) 
Saturday 6th 7.30 p.m. Hartfield Singers Christmas Concert 
  Hartfield Village Hall (See Magazine) 
Monday 8th 7.30 p.m. Withyham Parish Council Meeting 
  The Old Station, Groombridge 
Friday 12th 8.00 p.m. CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
  Kings’ Hall, Withyham (see Magazine) 
Sunday 14th     3.00 for 4.00 p.m. elf 
  St Michael’s School Hall (see Magazine) 

ADVANCE PARISH DIARY JANUARY 2015 
Friday 9th and 7.30 p.m. Cinderella, The Withyham Pantomime 

Saturday 10th  2.30 and 7.30 p.m. The Kings’ Hall, Withyham (see Magazine) 

Midday Sunday January 25th Deadline for February Magazine 

 

Kings’ Hall Events (to end of 2014) 
MONDAYS   Early evening: Withyham Choir.  A sing-along for all 
abilities and ages.  Starts around 7.30pm and last an hour.  Contact Julie Ruse 
for details (julie10085@yahoo.co.uk)  

              8.45pm Badminton 
TUESDAYS  Indoor Bowls night 
WEDNESDAYS Mornings -  Withyham Art Group 

               Evenings -  Withyham Choir.  Contact Julie Ruse. 
THURSDAYS Pilates 8.15pm - 9.15pm. £8 per person per class. 
FRIDAYS  Available for hire  
SATURDAYS  Available for hire 

Dates may change as bookings come in.   
For details of events call Sue on 652515 

To book or enquire about booking the Hall call Meg on 770035. 
   



My name is Angela 
I provide PA Services to those who spend too much time on non-fee earning jobs.  I 

carry out tasks quickly & efficiently that save time and money. 
This allows my clients to concentrate on the ‘stuff’ & people that matter! 

a PA is a highly skilled creative assistant who offers a one-to-one personal 
service 

Please contact me to discuss your requirements 

07973 156676 or office@angelaspiteri.co.uk 
I frequently receive emails from my clients asking “Angela, can you do…..”? 

“The answer is YES, I invariably can do…”!

Meeting Rooms for Hire: 
2 Rooms offering professional meeting spaces 

located at The Old Station, Groombridge. 
Large room £8.50 hr/£50 half day/£90 day 

Small room £6 hr.  Ample parking, fully 
installed presentation equipment, internet 

access and refreshment facilities available. 
To book or for more information, please 

contact (quoting ‘wb’): 
clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

or telephone 01892 864557 



 

Old Kentish Barns 

Free advice and Quotation 9 Teasley 
Mead, Blackham 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent  TN3 9TT 
01892 740522  07974128893 

Oak Framed Buildings 
oldkentishbarns@hotmail.com 
Traditional timber framing from a 
well established local company. 

Planning service. 
Construction from 

groundwork to completion. 

  

Specialising in the removal and treatment of thread veins, skin tags, milia, warts 
and moles, the Country Cottage Clinic is a beautiful, tranquil and very discreet 
treatment clinic set in the beautiful English countryside of East Sussex.  Perfect 
whether you require advanced cosmetic procedures, hair removal or a relaxing 

massage. 

Call Sarah on 07770693951 
Or see website (countrycottageclinic.co.uk) for details  

  



KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM 

Driftwood Counselling Practice 
Counselling and Psychotherapy in Hartfield and Blackham 

For individuals, couples and families, children and young people 
 
  For your free initial consultation and more information please contact us: 
 

Katie Humphries Dip. Couns MBACP   07841 404 471  
Trish Brown Dip. Couns MBACP   07989 234 272 

 
email: Driftwoodcounselling@gmail.com 

Qualified and experienced therapists – MBACP registered 
 



 
 
 
 
 

FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

(Julian Saxty) 
01892 770100 meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk

 



Ashdown House 
boarding and day preparatory school 

Forest Row RH18 5JY 
 

A caring, traditional environment giving children a first class education 
and values to take them through life 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.ashdownhouse.co.uk 
secretary@ashdownhouse.com    01342 822574 
   

Computer support for your office and home 

RL Computer Solutions  

Friendly expert service for your computer 

 Installation, maintenance & repairs 

 Safeguard or recover your valuable data 

 Remote support for a swift solution to many problems 

 Monitoring of your computer’s health for peace of mind 

Roger Lyon  Tel: 01342 825209 Mob: 07982710977 

Wordpress  website  specialist 

Do you need help 
with your 

computer? 



01892 664698 
07710798553 
‘Meadowside’,  
Green Lane, 

Crowborough, 
East Sussex TN6 2BT 

NIGEL DEAR 
Painter 

Decorator 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 

City & Guilds & Advanced Craft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GILES SWIFT 
20 years experience 

TRENCHER & MINI DIGGER 
Field & Garden Drainage, Ditching & Earthmoving 

Water Supplies & Repair 
 

Tel: 01892 864754 



WILLETTS FARM 
DAIRY ICE CREAM 

MADE ON THE FARM USING 
FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM 

Just off the A264, halfway between 
Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead 

Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent TN3 9TU  Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747 

R MEDHURST 
Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 
East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 
We take care of everything personally at a sensitive time 

No Artificial 
Colourings 

 

S.W.HARDING 
 

HOUSE AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Builder and Sub-Contractor 
Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 

Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

(01892) 740505 



LOCAL INFORMATION 
Kings’ Hall Withyham Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford  01892 770035 
 Equipment Hire: Bill Sanford 01892 770740 
Blackham Village Hall  Bookings: Mrs P Hawes 01892 740574 
Doctors Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James 
 The Nook Surgery Groombridge  01892 863326 
 Saxonbury House, Crowboro’ 01892 603131 
 Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’ 01892 652233 
District Nurse Sister Kay 01892 603109 
Family Social Work Mrs Miriam Boobier 01892 662780 
Withyham Art Group Mrs Rosemary Goolden 01892 770351 
Withyham Horticultural Society: Valerie Edwards 01892 661940 
St Michael’s School            Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892 770307 
Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell 01892 770661 
Withyham Cricket Club Tristan Tully 01892 541137 
Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261 
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours 01892 655303 
Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office 01825 890975 
Withyham Parish Charity This Trust can provide financial help for those in 
need and towards the expenses of further education or training schemes.  Applications 
to John Gower, the Clerk to the Trustees 01892 654395 
Timetable Information Rail 08457 484950 
 Arriva Buses  08712 002233 
 Brighton & Hove Buses 01273 886200 
Magazine Editor and Advertisements 
 Richard Pardey Smugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH 
 Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com 01892 661882 

Withyham Parish Council (WPC).  Office: The Old Station, Groombridge 
Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil 
email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk  01892 864557 
WPC Office hours Monday    09.30 - 17.00 
   Tuesday    09.30 - 12.00 
   Wednesday to Friday   09.30 - 12.30 
Councillors hold “surgeries” on 3rd Saturday each month 08.30 - 10.00 

Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents 
Highway and Footpath damage (location and problem)  08456080193 
Highway Lights out (Give the lamp number and location)  08456080193 
Vandalism (all relevant details)      08456070999 
Abandoned Vehicles and Fly Tipping (Give all details)   01892602735 
Pollution (Give location of river, pond etc)    08708506506 

PRINTED BY EMS LTD, EAST GRINSTEAD (01342) 323700 


